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This third iteration of the International Babylon Con-
ference on Clinical and Experimental Pharmacological
Research marks a decisive step in the maturation of one
of the most important events in Iraq’s emerging phar-
macological research ecosystem. Building on the foun-
dations laid by the first two conferences (taking place
in 2024 and 2025) — each of which had two main objec-
tives, namely the mapping of the Iraqi pharmacological
research and priorities, and the facilitation of the estab-
lishment of international collaborations in the field [1,2]
— this year’s conference advances the conversation into
domains that are rapidly reshaping global drug devel-
opment and use. In this third conference, focus shifts
toward three interdependent pillars of pharmacological
research: drug safety, in silico drug screening, and the
assessment of novel in vitro tools for the undertaking of
more reliable pharmacodynamic simulations. Among
these pillars, drug safety remains a cornerstone of ther-
apeutic development, and this conference successfully
highlights the importance of a systematic evaluation of
toxicity, off-target effects, and population-specific risk
factors in both Iraq and abroad. The second pillar — in

silico drug screening — responds directly to the calls for
the adoption of innovative methodologies capable of
reducing the experimental (and the cost-associated)
burden while increasing predictive power. Given that
the available computational screening platforms can
allow researchers to interrogate vast chemical libraries,
model ligand-receptor interactions, and forecast phar-
macokinetic behaviour with unprecedented efficiency,
their effective integration into the Iraqi research work-
flows represents both a technological leap as well as a
pragmatic response to the current resource constraints.
Finally, the third pillar highlighted in this year’s con-
ference is the reliability assessment of novel in vitro
pharmacodynamic tools, and reflects the conference
scientific committees’ longstanding emphasis on meth-
odological robustness. As the credibility of preclinical
experimental findings depends largely on the physio-
logical relevance and the reproducibility of the “mod-
els” employed, the rigorous and ongoing (re)validation
of the latter becomes increasingly essential and should
go hand-in-hand with the pursuit of novelty. This year,
the conference takes place at the College of Pharmacy
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of the University of Babylon, in Hillah, Iraq, on the 29th
and 30th of June 2026, under the auspices of the Minis-
try of Higher Education and Scientific Research of the
Republic of Iraq, the University of Babylon and its Col-
lege of Pharmacy, as well as Madenat Alelem Universi-
ty and its College of Pharmacy. The conference pro-
ceedings are hereby graciously hosted by Colloquia Er-
udita; a recently established, open-access series of pro-
ceedings published by St Cuthbert Press Ltd (Stanley,
England, UK). In this volume, our editorial interven-
tions have been minimal while aiming to ensure that
the proceedings abstracts maintain the levels of accura-
cy, clarity, and consistency that have characterized the
conference’s previous proceedings. To this end, we are
grateful to all conference contributors for their collabo-
ration and patience, and we hope that this volume will
serve as a testament to the efforts of the conference’s
steering and scientific committees (led by the Dean of
the College of Pharmacy of the University of Babylon,
Professor Hussam W. Al-Humadi) to strengthen scien-
tific dialogue and to advance pharmacological research
at a local level and in line with international standards.
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